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             Clan Gathering held September 7-8, 2013 
 

 
 

Our last Clan Gathering was very much a success and, as always, old 

friendships were renewed, new ones made. Although membership remains low, 

when we do meet as a Clan we do savour the moments spent together. On the 

Saturday we travelled to Kilkenny city. Some visited the old Smithwick 

brewery (picture above) while others visited Kilkenny castle. In the evening we 

had our AGM at the Seven Oaks Hotel in Carlow, elected a new executive, ate a 

fine Irish meal and, afterwards, participated in a Ceili. On the Sunday we 

travelled as a group to New Ross where we toured the replica of an immigrant 

ship and visited a gallery of large Irish tapestry exquisitely embroidered with 

scenes from early Irish life. We also toured a coal miners museum in 

Castlecomer. Returning to the Seven Oaks in the late afternoon I presented a 

talk on Nolan history from earliest times. As we parted company, all could say 

that they we had a good time. We now look forward to meeting again on 

September 12
th

 in 2015 when we will be celebrating our 20
th

 anniversary of 

existence as a Clan. 

In this Issue 

… there is one main article which is my attempt at providing clan members a 

concise history of the trials and tribulations of our early Nolan ancestors in 

Ireland and also to identify opportunities for emigration to America at that time. 

At the end of the newsletter you will also find a form for mailing in your 

membership renewal.   Roger Nowlan, Newsletter Editor 
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Our New Clan Chief – Mary Nolan of Waterford  
I would like to take this 

opportunity to introduce myself as 

newly appointed Chief of the 

Nolan Clan, my name is Mary 

Nolan, I hail from Roscommon and 

now live in Waterford having spent 

most of my working life in France 

as an International Civil Servant 

before making a late career change 

to Art Restoration.  

 

I am keenly interested in 

continuing research into the Nolan 

heritage through looking into local 

historical or genealogical records 

for traces of Nolan history.  The 

West of Ireland branch of the name 

is of particular interest to me and 

also Nolan connections that settled 

in Europe, particularly France, 

where I have been surprised to 

come across the name on many 

occasions. 

These objectives would of 

course not be possible without the 

help and co-operation of 

Committee members, especially 

Roger Nowlan, our Canadian 

Newsletter Editor, who is the most 

knowledgeable man I know on the 

subject of Nolan history.  Of 

particular note are our former Clan 

Chief Madeline Salter Nolan and 

Secretary Catherina O’Brien from 

Carlow who through their sterling 

contributions provided us with 

such a successful Gathering of the 

Clan last September. 

I would very much like to pay 

special tribute to Sean and Mai 

Nolan who have supported the 

clan's activities almost from the 

very beginning back in 1995.  Sean 

and Mai were early additions to the 

clan while it was still forming as an 

un-official entity and, at the first 

AGM meeting for the newly-

registered clan, in August 1996, 

Sean was elected Tánaiste serving 

as Chief for the year 1997-1998.  

Thereafter Sean and Mai jointly 

assumed the position of treasurer, a 

position from which they only 

retired this past September. Their 

solid contribution to the clan is 

much appreciated and will be 

greatly missed. 

We will always be very happy 

to receive and share any 

information, stories, contacts, 

anecdotes etc. whether directly or 

indirectly connected with the 

Nolan name, but which might be of 

historical interest, after all don’t 

we all love a good story!  Also 

suggestions for our next Gathering 

in 2015 will be very welcome. 

Mary Nolan,    

 your new clan chief

mailto:obrienecat@eircom.net
mailto:RNowlan@primus.ca
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Highlight Pictures from the Gathering held September 7-8  

 

As the new Chief, Mary Nolan (L) receives  
the chain of command and staff as new Chief  

from Madeline Salter Nolan, the outgoing Chief 

 

In appreciation for Madeline’s starling contributions, 
Mary and our new Tánaiste, Christopher Nolan of New 
York, present Madeline with a Waterford crystal bowl 

 
Margaret Bole (R) of Liverpool, a Gareenleen Nolan, 

and her family celebrate her birthday with us 

…  
At the Seven Oaks in Carlow, Clan members enjoy 

a Céili organized by a local Carlow dance group 

 
On our outing to New Ross, Mary  shakes hand  

with a life-size replica of President Kennedy whose 
ancestral home is situated nearby 

 
We say a fond farewell to Sean and Mai Nolan who 

have served the clan as joint clan treasurers for close to 
20 years. You will always remain in our hearts. 
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Early Immigration to the New World – an Irish Prelude 

Introduction 

This article is an attempt to help descendants 

of the early Irish diaspora in North America to 

better understand what life was like in Ireland 

when their ancestors emigrated. What forces 

might have induced them to emigrate? What 

were the emigration opportunities? What could 

they expect in the New World?  

Reformation and Religious Persecution 

Henry VIII is generally credited with initiating 

the English Reformation - the process of 

transforming England from a Catholic country to 

a Protestant one. In 1534, through the Act of 

Supremacy he declared himself "the only 

Supreme Head in Earth of the Church of 

England" and, by the Treasons Act of that same 

year, made it high treason, punishable by death, 

to refuse the Oath of Supremacy acknowledging 

the King as such. 

Reaction to such measures was mixed. Some 

readily conformed to the new Acts concerning 

religion while others openly rebelled. Some, like 

the prominent landholding Calvert family of 

Yorkshire, desiring to remain Catholic, chose to 

practice their religion in secrecy (secret 

chambers, etc.) while at the same time outwardly 

conforming to the requirements of the law. At the 

other extreme, some burned with the zeal to see 

the Church of England wholly de-Catholicized, 

the sooner the better, and, to that end, they 

formed the Puritan Movement.  However, in the 

early 1590s, following the lead of Robert 

Browne, some puritans withdrew from the 

established Church and, in light of the new laws 

affecting religion, they were dealt with severely.  

Their leaders, John Greenwood and Henry 

Barrowe, were arrested for advocating 

separatism and promptly executed.  

In 1608, escaping the king’s wrath, a group of 

these Puritan separatists fled to Holland and, 

after several years of negotiation, finally secured 

rights from the Virginia Company to settle in 

Virginia where they hoped to live and die as 

purified Protestants (Puritans) and so it was that, 

in 1620, numbering 102 people, they set sail for 

Virginia. Confronting September weather and 

huge waves, their ship, the Mayflower, could not 

manage to sail southward to reach the intended 

destination and was forced to make landfall 

further to the north. After a search for a suitable 

settlement area, the Pilgrims settled in the area 

now known as Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

 Also in the early 1600s, George Calvert, a 

member of the previously mentioned crypto-

Protestant Calvert family, came to prominence, 

ultimately becoming Secretary of State to James 

I, but, in 1625, in the face of an increasingly 

intransigent and intolerant Parliament, he 

publicly declared himself to be a Catholic.  

Despite this revelation, the king, a proponent of 

tolerance, subsequently granted him in 1632 a 

charter and lands just north of Virginia for a new 

colony to be called Maryland.  This act of 

tolerance frustrated Parliament and the public at 

large, especially the Puritans.  

After a religious conversion of sorts, Oliver 

Cromwell, a sitting member of Parliament since 

1628, allied himself with the Puritan cause and 

became its champion.  In the course of the 

English Civil War (1642-1651), which pitted the 

king’s forces against those of Parliament, Oliver 

Cromwell distinguished himself in battle, quickly 

rising through the ranks and becoming one of the 

principal commanders of the Parliamentary 

forces ultimately defeating the king’s forces in 

1649. That same year, as a member of the inter-

regnum Parliament, he was also one of the 

signatories to Charles I’s death warrant. 

An intensely religious man, a self-styled 

Puritan Moses, Oliver Cromwell fervently 

believed that God was guiding his every victory 

and, the English Civil War having come to an 

end, he turned his attention to quashing other 

rebellions which still persisted in Ireland (1649-

1650) and Scotland (1650-1651).  
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Having been appointed Captain-General of all 

the Parliamentary Forces in 1650 and seeing 

Parliament floundering in the absence of strong 

leadership, in April 1653, supported by a 

company of musketeers, Cromwell stormed 

Parliament at Westminster and dismissed it by 

force. Soon thereafter a Barebones Parliament 

was constituted and, in December 1653, he was 

called upon to rule as Lord Protector of England, 

Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

Cromwell ruled until his natural death in 

September 1658 and, for a time thereafter, his 

son and designated successor, Richard Cromwell, 

ruled over Parliament. However, not having the 

same strong support from the Army as his father, 

he was unable to moderate differences and, in 

May 1659, was forced to resign. Parliament 

again becoming dysfunctional, the Army stepped 

in. This time it was George Monck, governor of 

Scotland, leading it and, under his watchful eye, 

the pre-Civil War Parliament was restored, 

paving the way for the Restoration of the king, 

Charles II, in 1660. 

Land Ownership and Succession in Ireland 

Until the reign of Henry VIII, Ireland was 

effectively divided into three zones:  

 the Pale, where English laws of succession 

were unchallenged; 

 Leinster and Munster, where native Irish  

and Anglo-Norman lords ruled;  

in matters of succession the Irish lords 

applied Brehon law whereas the Anglo-

Norman lords were divided;  for example,  

the Butlers had always adhered to English 

law whereas the Fitzgeralds hadn’t; 

 Connaught and Ulster, Gaelic strongholds, 

where the application of English law was 

nominal. 

In 1536, with the signing of a Treaty of Peace 

with the McMurrough, the last of the native Irish 

landlords yielded their lands to the Crown and, 

through a process of Surrender and Re-grant,

their lands became subject to the application of 

English law not Brehon law.  

 
 

This naturally meant that all native Irish lands 

had to be surveyed and rights to ownership 

reviewed but also, perhaps more insidiously, 

given the Acts of Reformation passed two years 

earlier, a landlord could be declared treasonous 

and forfeit his lands if he did not sign an 

oath recognizing the king/queen as Supreme 

Head of the Church. If not executed for treason, 

at best, he would be pardoned but would still 

have to forfeit his lands. 

Needless to say the Irish landlords resisted 

land reform as long as they could but, given the 

many cases of intermarriage having occurred 

between the Anglo-Norman and native Irish 

families, disputes over succession helped to 

propel the process forward, the upper hand being 

given to those who could claim right of 

succession under English law.  

The Butlers (Earls of Ormonde) and the 

FitzGeralds (Earls of Kildare and Desmond),
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the two major landholding families in Leinster 

and Munster, had intermarried and now, given 

their divergent views on succession, a major 

dispute would soon erupt, pitting factions of one 

family against factions of the other and 

embroiling many of the native Chiefs and their 

followers. 

As regards the O’Nolans it is likely that their 

loyalties were divided. On the one hand, in 1465, 

the granddaughter of a former O’Nolan chief, 

Sabdh Kavanagh, daughter of the McMurrough, 

had married James Butler of Paulstown, father of 

Piers Roe Butler (1467-1539) and, on the other 

side, the O’Nolan chief (seated in the Barony of 

Forth) seems to have been more closely allied 

with the FitzGeralds, given that, in 1518, he was 

leasing land from them. 

As regards relationships between the Butler 

and Fitzgerald families, we know that, in 1495, 

the aforementioned Piers Roe Butler, the future 

8
th

 Earl of Ormonde, had married Margaret, a 

daughter of Gerald FitzGerald, the then 8
th

 Earl 

of Kildare and, subsequently, his son James 

Butler (c.1501-1546), the future 9th Earl of 

Ormond, had also married a FitzGerald, Lady 

Joan, daughter and heiress of James FitzGerald 

of Kinsale, the 10th Earl of Desmond.  

With the birth of Lady Joan’s eldest son, 

Thomas Butler (c1531-1614), a fierce feud 

erupted between the Butler and Fitzgerald 

families over who would inherit the title of Earl 

of Desmond.  By English law, Thomas would but 

the Fitzgeralds, albeit of Anglo-Norman origin, 

adhered, as we have seen, to Brehon law in 

matters on succession. Sometime around 1550, in 

an effort to forge a truce between the two feuding 

families, Lady Joan, by then widowed, married 

Gerald FitzGerald, the 15th Earl of Desmond.   

For a time peace was restored but, with Lady 

Joan dying in 1565, the old animosities flared up 

again resulting in what came to be known as the 

Desmond Rebellions.  

Caught between siding with the Butlers led by 

Thomas Butler, educated in London as a 

Protestant and a childhood friend of Queen 

Elizabeth, and the FitzGeralds, strong adherents 

to Irish customs and non-conformists, (i.e. not 

complying with the Reformation Acts introduced 

by Henry VIII), most native Irish chiefs sided 

with the FitzGeralds. 

 Clashes between the two sides started in 1565 

and finally ended in 1583 with the defeat of 

Gerald FitzGerald, killed by forces loyal to the 

Queen. His titles, along with the enormous 

estates of his family and those of his followers, 

were forfeit to the English Crown.  

It also appears that the O’Nolan family was 

affected by these confiscations since, in 1598, 

O’Flaherty reported in his book Ogygia that by 

then most of the former Nolan lands in Leinster 

had become the property of the Earl of Ormonde 

(Butler family). 

Confiscation and Plantation in Ireland 

Hidden behind Henry VIII’s plans for land 

reform was also his desire to wrest power from 

the native Irish chiefs and disloyal Old English 

lords who were Catholic. With the signing of the 

Treaty of Peace in 1536 the trap had effectively 

been set. The Crown would: 

1. force landlords to obtain proper deeds to their 

land under English law, charging them  ¼ of 

their lands to do the required surveying; lands 

thereby acquired could then be used to plant 

loyal settlers from England or Scotland, and; 

2. defeat rebels in battle, confiscate their lands 

and, if so inclined, offer them in exchange 

title to significantly poorer lands elsewhere, 

or tenancy on their former lands. 

 

Surveying of lands and trial plantations of 

English settlers first occurred in Munster, Offaly 

(then King’s), Laois (then Queen’s) in the 1550s 

but the first big opportunity for the plantation of 

Ireland presented itself in the early 1580s when, 
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as we have seen, Gerald FitzGerald, Earl of 

Desmond, and his followers forfeited extensive 

lands in Munster.  

Amounting to more than 574,000 acres, the 

forfeited Desmond lands offered an ideal 

opportunity for the plantation of Munster.  

Fearing an impending invasion by Spanish 

forces, Queen Elizabeth was quick to approve 

several large grants to English Undertakers who 

were supposed to build new towns and provide 

for the defense of the planted districts but, due to 

abuses by officials and the impossibility of 

adequately protecting the settlers from the openly 

hostile native Irish, the “wilde Irish”.  

Spread out in many pockets of land strewn 

across counties Cork, Kerry, Limerick, 

Waterford and Tipperary, the new settlers feared 

for their lives and, eventually, most of them 

simply left without a struggle. However, some 

settlements did survive most notably the village 

of Bandon which, in the early 1620s, would 

become a stepping-stone for many English and 

native Irish immigrating to the New World.   

The next big opportunity to present itself was 

the Flight of the Earls in 1607. In fleeing to the 

Continent with their retinue the northern Earls 

left their vast lands in Ulster unoccupied, 

opening the door to mass plantation. 

With the northern Earls gone, the Irish 

landlords to the south began to revolt. Starting in 

northern Wexford, the revolts quickly spread to 

the counties of Carlow, Laois, Offaly, Longford, 

Leitrim and finally to north Tipperary. Each time 

the Crown countered with confiscations and 

plantation.  For the benefit of Nolan family 

researchers we note here that it was in this time 

that Lucius O’Nolan of the Barony of Forth, son-

in-law of the local O’Lalor chief in Strabally, Co. 

Laois, had his lands confiscated and was 

transplanted to county Kerry. 

Until now plantation in Connaught had not 

been seriously considered but, in 1632, with the 

arrival of a new Lord Deputy/Governor, Thomas 

Wentworth, and English coffers needing 

replenishing, a plan for the plantation of 

Connaught was quickly put together.  

 

 

 

According to the plan all Catholic landowners 

in Connaught would have lost between a half and 

a quarter of their estates, but, after a group of 

influential Connaught landowners complained to 

the king, settlement only proceeded in counties 

Sligo and Roscommon. 

By the early 1640s, Irish Catholics and 

noblemen in Leinster and Munster had become 

increasingly aware that their way of life and very 

survival was being threatened by actions taken 

by Parliament in London.   

In an act of defiance, in 1641 they rebelled 

and established the Confederacy of Kilkenny, 

controlling large parts of the country from its 

bases in the cities of Kilkenny and Waterford.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offaly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Longford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Leitrim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Tipperary
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The Confederacy`s demands were: 

1. religious toleration for Irish Catholics (the 

majority of the population being Catholic), 

something the English Parliament  

had failed to grant; 

2. recognition of Charles I as King of Ireland; 

3. recognition of true self-government for 

Ireland.  

  

Seal of the General Assembly of 

the Catholic Confederacy of Kilkenny 

In the end the Confederacy’s hopes were 

dashed when, in 1649, the king’s royal forces 

were defeated by the Parliamentary forces the 

king Charles I executed. 

 For a time the Irish forces resisted the 

onslaught of Cromwell’s Parliamentary forces 

who now invaded the country, ravaging the 

countryside, quashing every attempt at 

resistance. After much devastation, the struggle 

ended in an Irish defeat in 1653.   

Oliver Cromwell held the Irish responsible for 

the Rebellion of 1641 and, now having been 

appointed Lord Protector of the English 

Commonwealth, he was swift and severe in his 

retribution.  Many confiscations had already 

occurred starting in 1642 when the 

Adventurers Act had authorized Merchant 

Adventurers to seize confiscated lands in Ireland 

but now the number of confiscations would reach 

record levels.  

In 1652, Parliament had passed the Act of 

Settlement which stated that anyone who had 

held arms against the Parliamentary forces would 

forfeit their lands and that even those who had 

not would lose three-quarters of their lands – 

being compensated with some other lands in 

Connaught. 

At the end of hostilities, approximately 7,500 

veterans of the Parliamentary forces stayed 

behind and settled on confiscated lands received 

in lieu of wages. With the addition of the 

Merchant Adventurers, the number of 

Parliamentarians who settled in Ireland amounted 

to well over 10,000.  A few thousand 

Scottish Covenanters (Presbyterian soldiers) 

stationed in Ulster also settled in Ireland after 

their dismissal.  

NOTE: During the English Civil War, the 

Scottish Covenanters, committed to establishing 

Presbyterianism as the national religion in 

Scotland, sided with both the Parliamentarians 

and Royalists depending upon events and 

circumstances. 

Although by law not exempt from 

confiscation, in practice, those Irish Protestants 

who had rebelled avoided confiscation by paying 

fines. The Irish Catholic land-owning class, on 

the other hand, was utterly destroyed. The 

percentage of lands in the hands of native Irish 

landlords was drastically reduced and thereafter 

never recovered to earlier levels, even after the 

restoration of the king in 1660.  As for the 

Anglo-Norman families, like the Butlers who 

became the ruling family in Ireland after the 

Restoration, they fared much better. 

In 1688, James II, the Catholic English king, 

was deposed by the Protestant King Billy, 

William III, a rival claimant to the English 

throne.  
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Although the battle over kingship continued in 

England and Scotland until 1700 in Ireland 

supporters of the deposed king were soundly 

defeated in 1690 at the Battle of the Boyne. This 

event signaled another round of confiscations 

which would force many sons of dispossessed 

Irish landlords to seek their fortunes elsewhere. 

Some settling in urban centres and becoming 

tradesmen, journeymen and merchants; some 

would eventually immigrate to the New World 

where they hoped to rebuild family fortunes and 

again own land. 

Trade and Colonization 

Hindered by religious and internal dynastic 

problems, England’s efforts vis-à-vis the New 

World lagged behind, by many years, the 

efforts of Spain and France who, by the early 

1600s, had already established a lucrative trade 

with the New World. 

After a couple of failed attempts at 

colonization, one in Newfoundland in 1583 (Sir 

Humphrey Gilbert) and, shortly thereafter, one 

in Virginia (Sir Walter Raleigh and the Lost 

Colony of Roanoke), England succeeded in its 

efforts. In the early 1600s, England established 

several joint stock Companies of Adventurers 

(consisting primarily of London and Bristol 

merchants) to exploit trading opportunities in 

distant lands. Chief amongst settlement 

ventures to the New World were those 

underwritten by the Londonderry, Virginia, 

Bermuda and Newfoundland Companies.  

Successful settlement ventures included:  

 1607 – the Jamestown Colony in Virginia 

 1612 - St. George's in Bermuda  

 1620 – the Plymouth Colony  in 

Massachusetts, founded by Puritan 

separatists who had fled to Holland 

 1625 - the Avalon Colony in Newfoundland 

with its base at Ferryland which, after 1629, 

became a fishing colony 

 1627 – St. John’s, Newfoundland, claimed 

by Sir. Humphrey Gilbert in 1583;  a 

seasonal fishing port until the early 1600s; 

in 1627, it was said to be  "the principal 

prime and chief lot in all the whole country” 

 1630 – Bristol’s Hope, now Harbour Grace, 

in Newfoundland; a seasonal fishing 

plantation from 1618; year-round after 1630.  

For the native Irishman wishing to immigrate, 

other available destinations to consider would 

have been a few islands in the Caribbean where 

English merchants had established plantations 

(tobacco, sugar, etc): Nevis (1628), 

Antigua (1632), Montserrat (1632), etc.  To Irish 

Catholics, Montserrat would have looked 

particularly attractive in light of the fact that, 

from its beginnings, its settlers, predominantly 

Irish and Catholic, had outnumbered the English 

by a ratio of 5 to 1.  The bulk of its original 

settlers, who later became plantation owners 

themselves, had been a group of Irish Catholics 

which had been refused settlement in Virginia, 

chased away from St. Kitts and finally given 

refuge on the island of Montserrat. 

From a religious standpoint, however, not all 

destinations were equally attractive. If one was 

Catholic, the Avalon Peninsula (1625) and 

western parts of Newfoundland, closer to 

French settlements, were more desirable as 

were Maryland (1632) founded by Sir George 

Calvert, a Catholic, and the island of 

Montserrat (1632) founded by a predominantly 

Irish Catholic group of settlers. This was in 

sharp contrast to Virginia where, in 1630, Irish 

Catholics arriving from Ferryland, 

Newfoundland (Avalon Colony) were refused 

settlement. Separatist leaning Puritans, 

rejecting the established Church of England, 

were also not welcome there. 
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For Catholics destinations in the French and 

Spanish colonies of the New World would have 

been considered, for example, New France 

(now central Canada), Acadia (now part of 

Atlantic Canada), Florida, etc. Granted the Irish 

native would have to reach these destinations 

via a circuitous route, first having to travel to 

Continental Europe but, to the determined Irish 

migrant, this would not have been out of 

question, perhaps first doing military service or 

serving on a merchant vessel before making the 

decision to immigrate to the New World. 

For Protestants, conventional or purified  

(i.e. Puritan), Virginia, Massachusetts and 

Maryland were open to them as were the 

fishing settlements in Newfoundland and the 

plantations sites in the Caribbean. 

Closing Remark 

It is hoped that the foregoing exposé will 

suggest new avenues of research to descendants 

of early Nolan settlers in America seeking to 

shed further light on their family’s distant past.  

Roger Nowlan 

 

A Special St. Patrick’s Day Wish to All  
 

 

May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back, 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

The rains fall soft upon your fields, 

And until we meet again,  
May God hold you 
In the palm of His hand. 

 

 

 

 

… and, reflecting St. Patrick’s love of nature “all around”, I share with you my own thoughts, on being 

 

At One with Nature
If ever I no longer be of this world 

know that I have not gone far way. 

For as long as a blade of grass grows,  

the birds sing in the morning,  

know that I am there. 

As I live and breathe,  

I feel a part of everything around me,  

the trees, the flowers, the insects,  

the sunshine,  

the sweet falling rain,  

even the rumbling of the approaching storm.

As I live today, I am bound 

to the person that I am. 

When this bond is broken,  

know that I am all around, 

in the gentle summer breeze,  

in the crisp fall air,  

in the sparkle of the freshly fallen snow,  

in the bright blossoms of spring. 

Roger 
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How Irish is Montserrat (The Black Irish) – by Brian McGinn  

IT IS A BRITISH Colony that calls itself 

the “Emerald Isle of the Caribbean”. A 

carved green shamrock adorns the centre 

gable of Government House, overlooking the 

Union Jack that flutters from a nearby 

flagpole. It observes St Patrick's Day with 

one public holiday, and three months later the 

Queen's Birthday with another. 

 

This island of incongruous and surprising 

contrasts is one of the Leeward Islands of the 

Eastern Caribbean. To its south lies the 

French island of Guadeloupe. To the north 

are Antigua, Nevis and St Christopher (St 

Kitts), all former British colonies. With fewer 

than 12,000 inhabitants on its 39 square 

miles, Montserrat has long ago learned to 

survive in the shadow of its larger and more 

populous neighbours. 

At Blackburne Airport, an immigration 

officer named Murraine smiles when he 

learns that a visitor named Moran is 

exploring the island's Irish roots. He and all 

his family are Irish, too, the Black official 

tells his somewhat sceptical guest, as he 

endorses his Irish passport with Montserrat's 

immigration stamp: a green shamrock. 

An Afro-Caribbean island, whose 

population is 95 per cent Black, flaunting 

itself as Irish? Surely this is a tourism 

scheme, a clever gimmick to distinguish tiny 

Montserrat from a dozen sun-baked and surf-

splashed Caribbean competitors? 

A glance at the map begins to dispel such 

cynicism. Familiar names mark the locations 

of geographical features: Cork Hill, Roche's 

Mountain, Sweeney's Well and Carty's 

Ghaut, or ravine. Irish place names, from 

Kinsale (County Cork) to Delvins (County 

Westmeath) dot the island. The road from the 

airport, on the east, to the capital Plymouth, 

on the west, runs a gauntlet of names - Farrel, 

Riley, Dyer, Molyneux, Lee - marking the 

location of former sugar estates. 

The telephone directory helps set 

remaining doubts to rest. Page after page, 

Irish names parade in seemingly endless 

columns: 132 families of Allens, 91 Ryans, 

81 Daleys, 68 Tuitts, 57 Farrells, 42 Rileys, 

38 Skerretts, 35 Sweeneys, 28 Brownes, 26 

Roches, 19 Lynches, 16 Cartys and 12 

Kirwans. 

Other Irish names have undergone 

Caribbean transformations: O'Gara, for 

example, has become O'Garro (38 families). 

Could the Cabeys (39) be (Mac)Cabes, and 

the Brades (14) be Bradys? Now, the 

immigration officer's chance remark takes on 

a special genealogical significance. Is 

Murraine (18) a Montserratian rendition of 

O'Muireáin, the Irish Murrin? Or could it 

derive from O'Moráin, the Irish Moran? 

Perhaps the Montserratian Murraine and the 

Irish Moran are long-lost cousins? 

NOTE:  The full article is found on webpage: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

~dgarvey/Garvey_us_census/Montserrat.htm
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A new book co-authored by David B. Nolan, a clan member

 
 

Following is a summary of this most 

interesting new book provided by David 

himself. He writes: 

“My co-authored book above concludes that 

the emigration of over two hundred thousand 

Ulstermen to the American colonies between 

1715 and 1775 tipped the balance in favor of 

American independence over the English 

Crown.  The British Parliament’s extreme 

protection of England’s domestic wool industry 

undermined the linen industry in Northern 

Ireland to such an extent that freedom seeking 

zealots crossed the Atlantic in droves. 

These Scots-Irish, mostly Presbyterian, had 

suffered centuries of abuse of power by English 

kings and their imposition of compulsory 

Anglicanism in Scotland and even in the 

Virginia colony.   King George, the British 

Parliament, and their generals called the 

successful American revolt for independence a 

“Presbyterian Rebellion.” 

Only one third of the colonists supported 

independence from England.  The importance of 

the unanimous Presbyterian congregations who 

were willing to risk loss of property and death 

by hanging for treason cannot be overestimated.  

The majority of the signers of the July 4, 

1776 Declaration for Independence were first or 

second generation Scots-Irish. Twenty-seven of 

George Washington’s generals were Scots-Irish 

as well as nearly fifty percent of his troops. 

The Loyalists so feared the firebrand 

Presbyterian ministers for fomenting fervor for 

independence in their congregations that seventy 

(70) of the latter’s churches were burned.   

Scots-Irish frontiersmen were excellent Indian 

fighters and their ferocity in the successful 

battles of Kings Mountain, Cowpens, and 

Guilford Court House enabled General 

Cornwallis’ entrapment at Yorktown which 

effectively ended the war.  Washington himself 

boasted that he would take his stand with his 

Carolina and Virginia Scots-Irish. 

Twenty-thousand freedom fighters died in 

American Revolutionary battles and another 

twenty thousand died as prisoners in British 

prisons.   Most of these casualties were Scots-

Irish.” 

David Nolan,  

97 Willow Run Drive,  

Centerville, MA 

02632  

 

 NOTE: The book is available via Amazon.com  

in paperback and Kindle book format.
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I wish to join (or /renew my membership in) the O'Nolan Clan, a voluntary, non-profit organisation, relying 

upon its members for fund-raising, organizing clan activities and recruiting new members. 

I understand that membership is open to anyone who supports the goals and aspirations of the clan: 

 To organize a Clan Gathering every second year 

 To publish a Clan Newsletter at least once a year 

 To create and maintain, for current and future generations, an archive  

of historical and anecdotal information of interest to Nolans everywhere. 

I also understand that membership dues are to be paid upon joining and, thereafter, at the beginning of each 

calendar year, prior to March 17.  The yearly membership fee per household, in known local currencies of 

interest, is currently: set at 10 Euros, $13 USD, $15 CAD or $17 AUD.  For other local currencies, the 

membership fee is the equivalent of 10 Euros in that currency. To save on postage and service charges, I 

may also choose to pay for more than one year at a time. 

Enclosed is a personal cheque in my local currency made out to "Pa Nolan - Nolan Clan" 

in the amount of ___________ as payment for ______ year(s) membership in the clan.  

 

For clan records and to help with administration, my particulars (or revisions thereto) are: 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________Co./State/Prov.__________Country/Postal/ZIPCode___________ 

Age_____Telephone________________E-Mail Address___________________________ 

Other family members _____________________________________________________ 

 

Indicate whether this is a renewal or not:   Yes ____ or No ____  

 

Post To: 

Pa Nolan, Nolan Clan Treasurer 
Mopoon Villa, Sydenham Road 
Dundrum, Dublin 14 
Republic of Ireland  
Tel:  +353 (87) 243-8047 


